New telcos to invest $2 bn
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e ek roopas
the new telecom licensees
‘willinvestaround S2 billon in
the nextfour months for the
rollout of

“The investment, necessi-
tated by regulations, i sig
nificant as it comes af a ime
when other sectors are shy-
ing avway from fresh invesi-

T new plaers will ave
0 commence operaons soon.
‘2 he conditons of spectrum
llocation require a company
o fulfl certain rollout 0bl-
gations (depending onthecir-
of ud

tema (which has go spectrum
for22 circes), Unitech Wire-
less 21 circls), Datacom So-
lutions and Loop Telecom
(oth received spectrum fo
20 circes), and Swan Telecom.

(which already has CDMA op-

arcaiso eting
for GSM operations

Shyam Sistema, Unitech

and Swan Telecom are.
gearing up to commence

“The telecom comparies are
alsoin alks for infrastructure
sharing i

ower companies.
{For example, Quipo Telecom
Infrastructure willlease out

launching ofservices withina
stipulated period. Now tht the

sart operations,” Gartner Prin-
cipal Research Analyst Naresh
Singh sai

The Department _of
Telecommunications (DoT)
‘mandates that a compan ha

nextsix months,

“The neswtlecom licensees
‘were awarded spectrum dur
ingthe previous llocations in
February 2008, afer the com-
panies paid Ks 1,651 crore
aslicence fe.

Tese companies will in-
st round 2 bilon i he

el fas
Arora, vice-president (mar-
keting) of GTL, another pas-
sive telecom infrastructure
provider. Th ‘which
already provides infrastruc-
ture o existing operators,
aso ntalks with ew censees.

insix months of getting spec-
trum also statesthat phone

{oanindependent ndustry e
Search. Further, announce-

passive and ultimately ac-
tive infrastructure will have

pe
of all district headquarters
Jicensed area wihin one

s of
operationsare expected n the.
next four months, with tel-

position of capex in the 0p-
erators’ business plan. Fur-

trict headquarters in the -

each ther by uching preda

of infrastructure willlead to

‘Companies like Shyam Sis-

ing o telecom analyst

‘Arora said.



